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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated. In our determined care for each other, please follow 
these rules: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each other from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• You may sing, but with masks in place. 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands. Instead 
wave or bow to the people around you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the stand, and 
hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the cup in the 
receptacle as you return to your place. 
 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 13, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Seed that in Earth Is Dying,” Anne Krentz Organ 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast,” #516 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
All join in singing: 

 
 
A Gracious God,  
C We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
P Then, as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by 

his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the 
world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear 
your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top 
of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of 
its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the 
mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs 
and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will 
live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the 
high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry 
tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  92:1-4, 12-15 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 

 

1It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, | O Most High; 
2to herald your love | in the morning 
  and your faithful- | ness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre, 
  and to the melody | of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands. Refrain 
 

12The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts | of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit | in old age; 
  they shall be | green and succulent; 
15that they may show how up- | right the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is | no injustice. Refrain 
 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, 
we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the 



7 

 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one 
has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those 
who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 
raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia Refrain sung by All; Cantor sings proper verse; Refrain sung by All 

 
 

Proper Verse:  Welcome with meekness the im- | planted word 
 that has the power to | save your souls. Refrain 

 
Gospel Mark 4:26-34 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 
the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, 
first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when 
it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able 



8 

 

to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything in private to his disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
You may be seated.  
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Seed That in Earth Is Dying,” #330 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast,”  

Valerie A. Floeter 
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A Let us pray.    
C Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, you bring us from denial to faith, from  

silence to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts we 
offer ourselves to your service, and with the Church through all 
the ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 

 

 
 
P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  

 C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing,” #547 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing,” Kevin Hildebrand 
 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
“Seed that in Earth Is Dying,” arr. Anne Krentz Organ © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
"Kyrie" Music © 1990 General Board of Global Ministires, GBGMusik 
“Glory to God,” Music © 2006 Augsburg Foertress 
Psalm refrain and tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“Seed That in Earth Is Dying,” Tr. ©Hedwig T. Durnbaugh; Music ©Norsk Musikforlag 
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast,” arr. Valerie A. Floeter © 2015 Concordia Publishing House 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing,” arr. Keving Hildebrand © 2005 Concordia Publishing House 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571. 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Thiel (10) 
 

Acolytes – Annalies Anderson (8:30); Kaitlyn Carlin (10) 
 

Cantors – Allison Paton (8:30); Martha Ressler (10) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Michael Eckert (8:30); Bob Trapp (10) 
 

Welcome Team – Joyce Budaker (8:30) 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Laura Gaydos, Tiffany Advani 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• The Church as it waits on God to keep his promises 

• Christians in countries or places where faith in Christ is officially 
discouraged 

• Teachers at Messiah School and elsewhere as they enter weeks of well-
earned rest 

• The elected leaders of our nation, our state, and our local communities 

• People struggling with disruption and loss in their personal lives 

• All who are looking for joy this summer 

• In need of healing: Judy Gahl, Ed Kirst, Ken Negray 

  

This Week’s Commemorations 

June 12—ONESIMUS NESIB, d. 1931, an Ethiopian who was sold into 
slavery, freed by Swedish missionaries, and brought the Gospel to his 
homeland.   
 
June 14—The Cappadocian Fathers, BASIL THE GREAT (d. 379), GREGORY 

OF NAZIANZUS (d. 389), and GREGORY OF NYSSA (d. 385), renowned 
bishops and theologians who championed the Church’s Nicene faith against 
the Arian heresy and, in Basil’s case, shaped the future of Eastern 
monasticism.  Basil and Gregory of Nyssa were brothers. 
 

June 20 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 38:1-11; Psalm107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 


